Two WWII Tanks
	The Sherman Tank
The M4 Sherman tank was the primary tank used by the United States during World War 2 (WWII). It was also lent to other allied forces like Britain. It was named after a famous Union general in the US Civil War, William T. Sherman.
Its strengths were that it was light and fast. It weighed 30 tons (pretty light for a tank) and it could go almost 40 km/hr 9 (faster than others). It could easily maneuver through mud and across bridges—where enemy tanks couldn’t.

One problem with the Sherman tank was that its armor, or skin, was only 2 inches thick—that meant it was easy for enemy shells (like 88mm rounds) to pierce (go through) it and kill it. A lot of Sherman tanks were destroyed by enemy German tanks in WWII.
Another problem was that its smaller 75mm shells were unable to pierce German armor effectively. The only way for a Sherman to destroy a German Tiger tank, for instance, was to hit it from behind. 

Over 50,000 Sherman Tanks were manufactured, and their parts were conveniently interchangeable with other military vehicles. That meant that when one was destroyed, it was easily replaced. This one of the main reasons the US was able to beat the Germans in tank warfare. Every time the US lost a Sherman, they quickly replaced it.
	
	The Tiger Tank
The Tiger 1 was a heavy German tank used in World War 2 (WWII). It was a monster—it weighed over 62 tons and it had 4 inch-thick armor (skin). The Germans built it because they wanted something that could destroy any enemy vehicle on land. 

The Tiger’s main gun was much bigger than those used by allied tanks (Germany’s enemies). It fired 88mm rounds that killed other tanks with one shot—piercing straight through their armor and killing the crew (men) inside.
One problem with the Tiger was that it was almost too heavy and it was slower than the smaller US tanks. The Tiger did fine on flat dry ground, but it usually got stuck in the mud. It also couldn’t cross small bridges. In addition, Tiger tanks tended to have engine problems from time to time.

The turret (the top part) took a long time to move around, so it was a little slower than its enemies at aiming at targets and shooting them. Tigers usually hid behind hedges (small trees & bushes) and surprised enemy tanks.
Fewer than 1,400 Tigers were built, and their parts were hard to replace. It was difficult to fix or replace Tigers. Eventually, the Germans lost the tank war against the allies. One reason for this was that they were not able to replace all the tanks they lost quickly enough. 


	The Sherman Tank
What was the primary tank used by the USA in World War 2?

Who was this tank named after?

What war did William T. Sherman fight in?

What was one strength of the Sherman tank in WWII?

How much did the Sherman tank weigh?

How fast could the Sherman tank go?
What were 2 problems with Sherman tanks in WWII?
1)

2)

How thick was its armor?

How big were the shells it fired?

Which country’s tanks destroyed a lot of Sherman tanks in WWII?

What was the only way for a Sherman tank to destroy a Tiger tank?

How many Sherman tanks were manufactured during WWII?

What was really convenient about Sherman tank parts?

According to the article, how was the US able to beat the Germans with its smaller Sherman tanks?
	
	The Tiger Tank
What was the name of the heavy German Tank used in World War 2?
How much did it weigh?
How thick was its armor?

Besides being bigger and stronger, what did the Tiger have that enemy tanks lacked?

How big were the shells it fired?

What were these 88mm shells able to pierce (go through)?

What were 2 problems with Tiger tanks in WWII?

1)                      2)

What were Tiger tanks unable to cross?

How often did Tiger tanks have engine problems according to the article?

Why were Tiger tanks slower at aiming and shooting than their enemies?
How did they usually fight enemy tanks?

How many Tiger tanks were manufactured for the war?

What was a problem with their parts?

According to the article, why did Germany lose the “tank war” even though the Tiger was stronger?


