Two Tropical Fish
	Titan Triggerfish
Titan triggerfish are some of the largest and most aggressive reef fish in the world.   They are found in almost all tropical waters, and they can grow up to 75 centimeters in length—that’s big for a reef fish.
Titan triggerfish feed on shellfish, urchins, crabs, and coral.  They are the workers of the reef, turning over rocks, stirring up the sand, and biting off pieces of hard coral with their parrot-like beaks (mouths). 
Titan triggerfish are extremely aggressive toward divers and snorkelers—especially when they are guarding their nests (which they lay in flat sandy areas near the reef).  Although the nest is on the sea floor, Males protect a circular area above their nests too.
They usually attack people who come into their zone, and surprisingly their attacks can be brutal.  Divers have been bitten, bruised, and even knocked out by these vicious fish.  In extreme cases, divers have lost an ear or been rushed to the hospital for emergency medical care.  They can easily bite holes in diving fins.
If you are attacked, the best thing to do is to swim away backwards kicking your fins as a defense. 

	
	Clownfish
Have you seen the 2003 Pixar animation Finding Nemo?  Do you remember Nemo—the cute, orange, black & white fish in it?  Nemo, was a clownfish.
In the beginning of the movie, you might remember that Nemo was born in a flower-like sea creature with lots of smooth tentacles.  This was a sea anemone (a poisonous animal related to jellyfish and coral).
In the wild, all clownfish form symbiotic relationships with sea anemones.  That means they live with each other and depend on each other for survival.  

The clownfish protects the anemone from anemone-eating fish, and in turn, the stinging tentacles of the anemone protect the clownfish from its predators.  A special mucus on the clownfish makes it immune to (protects it from) the poison.
Clownfish live in small groups and (unlike Nemo) never leave their home anemone.  There is always a breeding pair in the group, and a few other younger fish—usually male.  When the female dies, the dominant male changes its sex and becomes a female to keep the cycle of life going, so when Nemo’s mom died, his dad should have become his mom.  



	Titan Triggerfish
What kind of fish is the article about?

How big can Titan triggerfish get?

Where can they be found?

Name 3 or 4 things they usually eat.
1)

2)

3)

Give 2 or 3 reasons they are considered workers of the reef.
1)

2)

How does the article describe a Titan triggerfish’s mouth?

Who are Titan triggerfish aggressive toward?

When are they most aggressive?  Why?
Where do they lay their nests?

What shape are their “areas”?

What kinds of injuries can they cause to divers?
What should you do if you are attacked?


	
	Clownfish
What kind of fish is the article about?

Which movie does the article mention?

What year did Finding Nemo come out and which company produced it?
Where do clownfish live?

Are sea anemones plants or animals?

What sea creatures are sea anemones related to?

What kind of relationships to clownfish form with sea anemones?

What does symbiotic relationship mean?

How does the anemone help the clownfish survive?

How does the clownfish help the anemone survive?

What makes the clownfish immune to the poison of the anemone?

What happens when a female clownfish dies?

What are two facts the movie got wrong?
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