Two Spiders
	Black Widows
Black widows are shiny black spiders found in the warmer regions of the world.  The female black widow is the most venomous (poisonous) spider in North America, but she seldom causes death to humans because she only injects a small amount of poison with each bite.
Black widow spiders have large round abdomens (stomachs), and they are often identified by a small red mark on the underside of their abdomen.  This mark is shaped like an hourglass.

Black widow spiders are common around wood piles, and are frequently encountered when homeowners carry firewood into the house.  They are also found in boxes, outdoor toilets, and other dark quiet places. 
They are usually not aggressive, but they will bite humans if they are touched by accident.  The bite of a black widow is sharp and very painful.  People who get bitten should seek medical attention immediately.

You can avoid being bitten by wearing gloves, checking dark areas before you put your hand there, and paying close attention to what you are doing.

The female eats the male after mating.  She always hangs upside-down and rarely leaves the web.
	
	Camel Spiders
Perhaps you have heard stories about camel spiders, huge bloodthirsty spiders in the desert that can jump 2 meters in the air, scream as they run after humans, and eat the stomachs of camels.  Well, these are just urban legends—rumors and exaggerations mostly started by US soldiers in Iraq.

Camel spiders do exist, but they are actually not spiders.  They are in the same class as spiders; they are arachnids— officially known as solpugids. There are about 900 species known.  Other nicknames they have include wind scorpions, sun spiders, and wind spiders. 

The reason they are called camel spiders is that they live in the desert.  They are not as large as people think—about 15 centimeters.  They can run about 16 km/hr.
They eat insects, rodents, and lizards—not humans.  US soldiers thought camel spiders were chasing and attacking them in the desert.  In reality, they always seek shade to stay cool.  They often come right up to people and stand in their shadows.  If the person moves, the spider follows.  This scares people.  They think the spider is trying to get them, but it is really trying to stay cool in the shade of their shadow.


	Black Widows
What kind of spider is the article about?

Where are black widows found?

What is the female famous for in North America?

Why do female black widows rarely kill humans?

Describe 3 physical traits of the black widow (what they look like).
1)

2)

3)

What is the shape of the reddish mark on a black widow’s abdomen?

Name 3 places black widows are commonly found according to the article.
1)

2)

3)

What would cause a black widow to bite a human?

What are their bites like?

What should you do if you are bitten?

What can you do to avoid being bitten?
What does the female do after mating?

How does she hang in her web?
	
	Camel Spiders
What is the article about?

Where do they live?

Name 2 rumors that have been started about camel spiders.

1)

2)

Who started these rumors? Where?

Are camel spiders really spiders?

What class are camel spiders in?

What are they officially known as?
How many species of solpugids are known?

Name 2 other nicknames for camel spiders.

1)

2)

How did they get the name camel spider?

How big are they?

How fast do they run?

Name 2 things they eat.

1)

2)

Why do people think they are chasing them?

What are they really doing?


