Two Internet Issues

	The Internet and the Environment

Will the internet help reduce environmental pollution? It depends. The issue is very complicated. One of the main ways to measure environmental pollution is energy consumption.

People working from their homes don’t commute to work. And so if more people worked at home, we wouldn’t use as much energy on transportation. 

As well, if more people got their information on-line, we could save a lot of energy. The internet provides us with easy access to information. We no longer need to have the newspaper delivered everyday or take a trip to the library or drive to several stores to compare prices. All of these activities require energy. 

On the other hand, because it is easier to find what we want, our consumption increases. People buy more when they shop on-line. 

As well, all of these goods have to be delivered. This requires energy. People who shop in bricks-and-mortar stores might only go shopping once every two weeks and have all of their goods delivered at once. People who shop on-line might shop several times a week and have each item delivered separately, requiring even more energy.


	
	The Information Age: Quality verses Quantity

Will the internet increase the quality of information available to us? It depends. Some people think it only increases the quantity of information, and not the quality.

One problem with the internet is that everything is free. This is good for the consumer in the short term. They have easy access to all kinds of facts and opinions. 

However, free may not be good for the consumer in the long term. You get what you pay for. Because everything is free, the internet publishers don’t spend much money to develop it. If more people paid for their information, the publishers would have some incentive to produce quality information. They would spend money to research, write and edit articles.

As it is, the internet is crowded with poorly researched material that is often just a sales pitch. Or what’s worse it is an outlet for racist or extremist groups who produce ‘hate’ literature.

The problem for publishers is how to monetize their publications. (Monetize means make money from). In the past, they tried advertising but that failed when the dotcom bubble burst.


	The Internet and the Environment

What does the title of the article?

Will the internet help reduce environmental pollution?

What is one way to measure environmental pollution?

What kind of people don’t commute?

What would happen if more people worked at home?

What would happen if more people got their information on-line?

What does the internet provide us with?

What do we no longer need to do?

What is the negative side to finding what we want easily?

What are traditional stores sometimes called?

Why is on-line shopping sometimes a problem for the environment?


	
	The Information Age: Quality verses Quantity

Will the internet increase the quality of information available to us?

What do some people think?

What is one problem with the internet?

What do people have easy access to?

Fill in this expression: You get ___________________________.

Why is free information not good?

If more people paid for information, what would publishers do?

What is the internet crowded with?

What is the worst information on the internet?

What problem do publishers have?

How did they try to solve this problem in the past?
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