Two Con Stories
	Cell Phone Con
A woman was shopping in a supermarket one day when she looked into her cart and noticed that her purse had been stolen. It contained everything—her cash, credit cards, cell phone, and more.
Upset and unable to buy anything, she left the store 20 minutes later and decided to call her husband from a pay phone with some spare change she had in her pocket.

“Hello, honey,” she began to explain what had happened. But before she could, he said, “I got your text a little while ago asking for our PIN number, and I’ve already replied to you.” “But, but I didn’t text you!” she replied. The horror set in. They were both shocked.
Realizing what had happened, the couple rushed to the bank to check their account, but they were too late. It had already been emptied through an ATM machine. In addition to losing the wife’s purse and its contents, they lost $19,000 in US dollars when the thieves withdrew it using the PIN number the husband had supplied.

There are two lessons here: 

1. Never give personal information over the phone or by text—even to people you trust. Anyone could be listening.

2. Avoid using names like Baby, Husband, or Home in your cell phone contact list.
	
	GPS Con
A couple went to a football match and parked their car outside the stadium in the parking lot. Unfortunately, their car was stolen, along with some cash that had been left inside, their remote control garage door opener and their new GPS/navigation system they had mounted on the dash.

Upset and unable to locate their car, the couple got a ride back home after the game. When they got home, they were even more shocked. Not only had their car been stolen—their house had been broken into and ransacked. Ransack means to search through a place thoroughly and steal everything.
After getting the couple’s car, the thieves had used the GPS/navigation system to guide them directly to the couple’s house. They then used the remote control garage door opener to quietly gain entry into the house without having to break any windows or doors. It was too easy!

The thieves also knew that the couple was at a football match—and exactly what time the match ended, therefore, they knew just how much time to spend ransacking the house. They used a truck for the job and got everything—jewelry, flat screen TV, refrigerator, AC, entertainment center, home computer—everything. The victims never saw their stuff again.


	Cell Phone Con
What is the title of the article?
What was the woman doing when her purse was stolen?

What was inside her purse?

How many minutes later did she call her husband from a pay phone?

What did he say he received from her a little while before?

What did the text ask the husband to give out?

What did he do when he got the text? 

Why were they both shocked? (Who really sent the text?)

Where did the couple go right after they realized what had happened?
What bad news did they discover at the bank?

How much money was taken from their account?

How did the thieves get it?

What are the 2 lessons from this story?

1)                            

2)


	
	GPS Con
What kind of con is the article about?
Who were the victims in this con?

Where was the couple when all of this happened?

What was stolen first?

What did the couple discover when they got home after the game?

What does ransack mean?

How did the thieves know where the couple’s house was?

How did they get inside the house without drawing attention to themselves (making noise)?

What information helped the thieves know how much time they had to ransack the house?

What kind of vehicle did they use to finish the job and get the big stuff?

Name 3 things the victims lost from their home.

1)

2)

3)

What happened in the end?


