Two Articles on the Causes of War

	Causes of the Revolutionary War
In 1775, the British Colonies in North America began to revolt against Great Britain.  This was the start of the Revolutionary War, which later became known as the War of American Independence. 

One of the causes of this war was taxation. The colonists thought that they were being taxed unfairly. 

The British spent a lot of money to protect the colonies and so the British government felt that the colonists should pay for part of those expenses.

In 1765, for example, the British government imposed the ‘Stamp Tax’. Colonists would have to pay a tax on all legal documents, including marriage licenses and newspapers.

The colonists felt that these taxes were unfair because they were not allowed to form their own government. They began chanting the slogan, ‘No taxation without representation’, which meant that they wouldn’t pay taxes unless they could vote for their own government.


	
	Causes of the War of 1812

In 1812, the British and the North Americans were at war again. At the beginning of the war, the Americans invaded British controlled Canada but were defeated.

One of the causes of this war was the freedom of the seas. At this time, Britain was fighting against Napoleon in Europe. The British imposed a naval blockade against France. That meant the British would not let any other country’s ships bring goods to France.

The Americans felt that their ships should be able to travel anywhere they wanted freely. 

The British felt that they had a right to stop ships going to France since those ships would be helping the French fight against the British.

Another cause of the War of 1812 was the how the British treated American citizens. Before the war, the British often captured American citizens and forced them to work on British ships. 

A third cause was the tension on the American frontier. Many Americans felt that the British were helping the American Indians fight the American colonists. 


Two Articles on the Causes of War

	Causes of the Revolutionary War

When did the American Revolutionary War begin?

Who did the colonists revolt against?

What is the war also known as?

What is one of the causes of the war?

Why did the British tax the colonies?

What did the British pass in 1765?

What was the stamp tax?

Why did the colonists think the taxes were unfair?

What slogan did the colonists begin to chant?

When did the British pass the Tea act?


	
	Causes of the War of 1812

What is the title of the article?

Who fought the War of 1812?

What happened at the beginning of the war?

What was one cause of the war?

Who were the British fighting when the Americans attacked them?

What did the British impose?

How did the Americans feel?

Why did the British feel they had a right to stop the ships?

What was a second cause of the war?

What was a third cause of the war of 1812?
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1774, the British government passed a new act called the ‘Tea Act’, which prevented anybody but the East India Tea Company from selling tea in the colonies. Some colonists were so enraged that they went onto English ships and threw the tea overboard. This became known as the Boston Tea Party.
