Three Rivers
	The Nile River
The Nile River is one of the cradles of civilization.  For over 3000 years, the pharaohs on the Nile depended on the yearly floods to grow their crops. The Egyptians believed the flooding was caused by the tears of the Goddess Isis. 
Most people associate the Nile with Egypt, but the river actually begins much further south. The Nile has two main tributaries: the Blue Nile and the White Nile.
The Blue Nile begins at Lake Tana in Ethiopia. The White Nile begins in Central Africa and flows north through Lake Victoria and then meets up with the Blue Nile in the Sudan at the capital Khartoum.

The last section of the Nile travels across the Sahara Desert through Egypt. Here the river actually shrinks as it gets closer to the Mediterranean Sea because of evaporation under the hot desert sun.

For many years, the Nile has been listed as the longest river in the world, but there is some debate about that now. Some researchers claim that the Amazon River is in fact longer.

	
	The Amazon River
The Amazon River is the largest river in the world. More water flows down the Amazon river than any other river in the world. In fact, 1/5th of the world’s river water flows down the Amazon. Over 1000 tributaries flow into the Amazon River.
At its widest point, the Amazon is about 7 km wide in the dry season, but it can be up to 45 km wide in the wet rainy season. 
The Amazon River is still largely untouched by humans. There are no bridges over the river and human development is confined to the navigable areas of the river. 
The areas around the Amazon River contain an extraordinary diversity of life. There are over 3000 species of fish living in the river and new species are being discovered all the time. Among these species, there are the fearsome Piranhas as well as Bull Sharks, which swim over 1000km up the river from the ocean.
There are even river dolphins on the Amazon called Boto. As well, the world’s largest snake, the Anaconda, also lives in the Amazon.


Three Rivers
	The Nile River
(1) How many years did the pharaohs rule the Nile River?
(2) What did Egyptians believe caused the flooding on the Nile?
(3) What country do most people associate with the Nile?
(4) What are the two main tributaries of the Nile?
(5) Where does the Blue Nile begin?
(6) Where does the White Nile begin?
(7) Where do the two rivers meet?
(8) What desert does the Nile river travel through?
(9) What happens to the Nile as it travels through the Sahara Desert?
(10) Is the Nile the longest River in the world?

	
	The Amazon River
(1) What is the largest river in the world?
(2) How much of the world’s river water flows down the Amazon?
(3) How many tributaries does it have?
(4) How wide is it in the dry season?

(5) How wide is it in the wet season?
(6) How many bridges cross the Amazon River?
(7) How many species of fish live in the river?
(8) What fearsome fish is found in the Amazon?
(9) What shark travels up the Amazon River?
(10) What is the name of the river dolphin in the Amazon river?
(11) What large snake lives in the Amazon?
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Three Rivers
	The Mississippi River
Before the railroad or the automobile spread throughout America, the Mississippi was the highway into the heart of the continent. Great steamboats traveled up the Mississippi River transporting people and cargo to cities along its shores.
The Mississippi and its tributaries flow through 31 American states and 2 Canadian provinces. Its name comes from a Native American word meaning ‘the Great River’. 
The Mississippi River itself flows through 10 states. The borders of many of those states were defined as the middle of the river. However, as the river changed course, the state borders remained the same as before.
The biggest tributary of the Mississippi is the Missouri River. You can travel along the Missouri-Mississippi River from the Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 Perhaps, the best images of life on the Mississippi come from the stories of Mark Twain. He used the Mississippi as the background for his characters Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer.
	
	The Mississippi River

(1) Why was the Mississippi important before railroads and automobiles?
(2) What traveled up the Mississippi?

(3) How many American states does the Mississippi and its tributaries flow through?

(4) How many Canadian provinces does the river and its tributaries flow through?

(5) Where does the word ‘Mississippi’ come from?

(6) How many states does the actual Mississippi River flow through?

(7) Why was the Mississippi River important for making the map of America?

(8) What happened to the state borders as the Mississippi River changed its course?

(9) What is the biggest tributary of the Mississippi River?

(10) If you follow the Missouri-Mississippi River where can you travel?

(11) What famous story characters lived on the Mississippi?
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