Three Planets
	Mars 

If humans do ever colonize another planet, it will probably be Mars. Mars is the fourth planet from the sun and one of our nearest neighbors. It’s a terrestrial planet with a thin atmosphere. Its radius is about half the radius of Earth. 
Mars has some interesting features: Olympus Mons, the highest mountain in the solar system is on Mars. Olympus Mons is an extinct volcano. It has a height of 26 km compared to the height of Mt. Everest, which is only 8.8 km.

Valles, Marineris, the largest canyon in the Solar System is also on Mars. The canyon is 4000 km long and 7 km deep compared to the Grand canyon on Earth, which is 446 km long and 2 km deep. 

Of all the planets in the solar system except for Earth, Mars is the most likely to have water. And if Mars has water, it will also be the most likely planet to support life. And that is why it is the most likely planet to be colonized by humans.


	
	Venus

Venus is the closest planet to Earth, but it is unlikely that humans will ever colonize it.  

Like Earth, Venus is a terrestrial planet with an atmosphere. In fact, Venus is often called our ‘sister planet’ because its gravity and size are very similar to the Earth’s. Its radius, for example, is only 650 km less than the Earth’s radius. 

So if Venus is close to Earth and similar in size and gravity, why won’t humans colonize it? The reason is because of its extremely thick atmosphere. 

The atmosphere of Venus is over 90 times thicker than the atmosphere of Earth. You would be crushed if you were on the surface unprotected. 

What’s worse, the atmosphere is composed almost entirely of carbon dioxide and sulfur dioxide. These are greenhouse gases and they cause the atmosphere to be extremely hot. In fact, surface temperature of Venus can be greater than 460 degrees Celsius. So not only would you be crushed, you would also be burnt to a crisp. 



	Mars
(1) What planet will humans most likely colonize?
(2) How far is Mars from the sun?
(3) What kind of planet is Mars?
(4) Why is Olympus Mons interesting?
(5) What is Olympus Mons?
(6) How high is Olympus Mons?
(7) How high is Mt. Everest?
(8) What is Valles Marineris?
(9) How long is it?
(10) How deep is it?
(11) How long is the Grand Canyon?
(12) How deep is it?

(13) Why is Mars the most likely planet to be colonized?

	
	Venus
(1) How close is Venus to Earth compared to the other planets?
(2) Will humans likely colonize it?
(4) What kind of planet is Venus?
(5) What is Venus called?
(6) Why is it called that?
(7) How big is its radius compared to the Earth’s radius?
(8) Why won’t humans colonize it?
(9) How thick is its atmosphere?
(10) What would happen if you were on the surface unprotected?
(11) What is the atmosphere composed of?
(12) What kind of gases are these?
(13) What is the surface temperature like?

(14) What would happen if you went to the surface of Venus unprotected?
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	Jupiter: A Gas Giant

Jupiter is the largest planet in the Solar System. It has a radius that is about 11 times the radius of the Earth. It is also one of the brightest objects in the night’s sky. Only Venus and the moon are brighter. 

Jupiter is called a gas giant because it is so huge and because it is mostly made of gas. Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune are the other gas giants. 

Jupiter is famous for its great red spot. The red spot is actually a storm in its atmosphere. This storm has been raging for at least hundreds of years. The storm is so big that you could fit 2 planets the size of the Earth into it. 

Because Jupiter is a gas giant, it would be impossible for humans to colonize it. However, Jupiter has many moons and some of those moons have the potential to support human life. The moon Europa is even thought to have a layer of ice and possibly even a liquid ocean underneath that ice.  
	
	Jupiter
(1) What is the title of the article?
(2) What is Jupiter’s radius?
(3) What objects in the night sky are brighter than Jupiter?
(4) Why is Jupiter called a gas giant?
(5) What are the other gas giants?
(6) What is Jupiter famous for?
(7) What is the red spot?
(8) How long has the storm been raging?
(9) How big is the storm?
(10) Will Jupiter be easy to colonize?

(11) What moon of Jupiter is especially promising for colonization?

(12) What is special about Europa?
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