Three Articles on Deserts
	The Driest Place on Earth
The driest place on earth is the Atacama Desert, which is located in Chile, South America. The Atacama Desert receives less than .1 mm of rain per year on average. Some places in the Atacama desert have not seen rain for over 400 years.
But even, in the driest place on earth, there is still some water. A fog from the Pacific Ocean blows over the desert leaving droplets of water on plants, rocks and other surfaces. There are also salt lakes that build up in years of high rainfall.

Few animals can survive this harsh climate. In some areas, you won’t see any life at all: no cactuses, no insects, no reptiles—nothing. But even in the Atacama Desert there are places where life exists. 
Plants grow deep roots to drink groundwater far under the surface. Flamingos survive in the salt lakes, eating the red algae that grows there. Even people have lived there for thousands of years. 

And since the Atacama is so dry, nothing rots. When people or animals die in the desert, they become natural mummies. In fact, some of the oldest human mummies in the world have been found in the Atacama desert. 

	
	Cold Deserts
When people think of deserts they think of the hot and dry regions of the earth. However, not all deserts are hot places. In fact, deserts are classified according to how much precipitation they receive and not by their average temperatures. A desert is a place that receives less than 250 mm of rain per year. 
The Gobi Desert in Mongolia and China is an example of a cold desert.  The Gobi Desert is a desert with extreme variation in temperature. In winters, the temperature can reach   -40 degrees Celsius and in summer temperature can reach as high as +40 degrees Celsius. 
The word ‘gobi’ comes from Mongolian and means ‘waterless place’. Few animals can survive such extreme temperature variation combined with the lack of water. The Bactrian camel is one animal that is able to survive the heat of summer and the cold of winter.
The Bactrian camel gets large amounts of water often from snow and ice that covers the ground. The camel is endangered in the wild however. Less than 1000 wild Bactrian camels are thought to exist. 



Three Articles on Deserts
	What is the title of this article?

Where is the Atacama desert located?
How much rain does the Atacama desert receive?

How long have some places in the Atacama gone without rain?

Where does some water in the desert come from?

The article says that in some places there is no life at all. What three examples does it give of life that is missing?

How do some plants get water?

What kind of birds live in the Atacama desert?

What do they eat?

What happens when people or animals die in the desert?

 
	
	What do people think of when they think of ‘deserts’?
Are all deserts hot places?

What is the definition of desert?

What is an example of a cold desert?

Where is the Gobi Desert?

How hot is the Gobi Desert in summer and how cold in winter?

What does the word ‘gobi’ mean?

What animal lives in the Gobi desert?

Where does it get its water from?

How many Bactrian camels are left in the wild?
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