Four Mountains 

	Mt. Vesuvius

Perhaps, you know the city of Pompeii. Pompeii is an ancient city in Rome. Pompeii was buried in a volcanic eruption in 73 A.D. The volcano that erupted was Mount Vesuvius. 

When Mount Vesuvius erupted it buried three Roman towns in ash. About 20, 000 people died in the three towns. 

A Roman soldier named Pliny wrote about the eruption as it happened. His story is now very famous because he was the first person to write about a volcanic eruption in detail.


	Mt. Krakatau

Have you heard about Mount Krakatau? Krakatau is a volcanic island in Indonesia. In 1883, Krakatau erupted. Do you know what erupt means? It means explode. 

The eruption was very destructive. The eruption created 40m waves in the ocean. These waves destroyed 165 villages and killed over 35 000 people.

The explosion was so big that it sent ash high into the air. This ash caused the sun to look blue and green for several days. And the sunsets became very red for many years. 



	Mt. Everest

You have probably heard of Mt. Everest. It is the highest mountain above sea level in the world and it is located in Nepal. Its summit is 8850 meters above sea level.

The first person to reach the summit of Everest was Sir Edmund Hillary. He was from New Zealand and climbed to the summit of Mount Everest in 1953.

But do you know who the first woman to reach the summit is? She is from Japan and her name is Junko Tabei. She climbed to the summit in 1975.

	Mt. Mauna Kea
Perhaps, you think that Mt. Everest is the tallest mountain in the world. Mt. Everest is the highest mountain above sea level, but it is not the tallest mountain. The tallest mountain is in Hawaii.

Mount Mauna Kea is the tallest mountain in the world. However, its base is at the bottom of the ocean so it is not very high above sea level.  In fact, the base of Mount Mauna Kea is about 5500 meters below sea level. The summit is about 4200 meters above sea level. So in total the mountain is about 9700 meters. Even bigger than Mount Everest.




Questions For Four Mountains:

	What mountain is near Pompeii?

Where is Pompeii?

When did the mountain erupt?

How many towns were buried?

How many people died?

Who wrote about the eruption?

Why is his story famous?


	Where is Krakatau?

What kind of island is Krakatau?

When did it erupt?

How high were the waves?

How many villages were destroyed?

How long was the sun blue and green?

How long were the sunsets very red?

	Where is Mount Everest?

How high is the summit?

Who was the first person to reach the summit?

Where was he from?

When did he reach the summit?

Where was the first woman from?

When did she reach the summit?


	What is the tallest Mountain in the world?

Why do people think that Everest is the tallest mountain in the world?

Where is Mount Mauna Kea located?

Where is the base of Mauna Kea?

How tall is Mount Mauna Kea?

How high is Mauna Kea above sea level?

How far below sea level is the base?
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