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	For centuries beyond recall, Jubal had been peaceful. This was a good thing for the kids because it meant that the guards who had been sent to apprehend them were for the most part untrained and incompetent. Sura and Greag found it easy to cut through the woods near farmer Teal's house and locate the ambush. They heard the guards, who were mostly local villagers, talking in loud voices so they knew exactly where the guards were hiding. Greag crept quite near them so he could overhear what they were saying.

	"Apparently, those kids have found a way through the wall and have been plotting all sorts of mischief. They have already poisoned six of their classmates. The chief elder wants them brought back dead or alive. You are to shoot if they try to evade us," said a tall fat guard who Greag recognized as a butcher from town. 
"The sooner we catch 'em the sooner we can all be back in our warm cozy homes," said another guard who Greag didn't recognize. 

Greag slowly crept back to where Sura was waiting for him and told her what he heard. They both agreed that they would need to meet Hatch and the man with glasses before they got this far. And so, they went back towards the town and waited by the road hiding under the cover of bushes. Sura felt uneasy sitting in the bushes. What if Hatch didn't pass this way when he made his escape?  He will be caught for sure. But there was nothing she could do but wait. It was the most likely escape route so she would just have to take a chance. They thought about splitting up so that they could cover more ground but that just created more problems for them so they decided to stick together.
Hatch did end up passing their way. But he wasn't alone. Greag and Sura could hear the yelling voices pursuing Hatch long before they actually saw him. When he came into view, they could see that he was riding next to the man with glasses who was hunched over in his saddle, bleeding. The man was barely conscious. Sura stepped onto the road and stopped Hatch. 
"We're being chased!" cried Hatch with urgency in his voice. 
"We know," replied Sura, "We can hear them. Quick bring your horses into the woods here. There is a trap ahead! We have to go around it."

	Hatch reacted quickly, turning his horse into the woods. Sura grabbed the reigns of the other horse and lead the man with glasses into the woods. He was now completely unconscious and falling out of the saddle.  As they walked through the woods they could hear their pursuers continue on down the road. It looked as if the kids would make a clean get away, but then the pursuers ran into the trap. They quickly figured out that the Hatch must have turned off the road. They, of course, still didn't know about Greag and Sura. Now the chase began again with the guards from the ambush joining in. 
It would have been easy for the kids to elude the pursuers and make their way safely to the cave but for the man with glasses. They tried to quickly tie him to the saddle, but they weren't able to tie him down properly so he kept falling over and dangling from the saddle. It took the strength of all three kids to put him back.
At one point, Greag suggested leaving him behind, but Hatch was adamant, "He saved my life."  Sura agreed with Hatch. She refused to leave him behind so Greag had no choice but to follow Hatch's lead. 
Three times they were almost caught, but each time the pursuers passed by them as they turned perpendicular to their trail and waited, hiding in the bushes trying to keep their horses quiet as the chasers went on. It seemed as if none of the guards were able to read a trail. The truth is that none of them could. They were farmers and town's people forced into their role as guards by the elders. Eventually they lost the trail entirely and gave up. A good chase like this hadn't happened in Jubal for centuries. 
When they finally arrived at the cave, Greag led the horses away from the cave in order to hide the entrance from the guards. It was regrettable that they had to let the horses go, but there was no way the horses could make the journey through the cave to the other side. 

While Greag was leading the horses away, Sura and Hatch quickly made stretcher to drag the man with glasses on. They dragged him into the cave and waited for Greag. When Greag came back he helped them bring the man further into the caves. There they rested for a few hours until at last, the man with glasses regained consciousness.


	Find a word from the story that matches the definitions:

	

	(1)
	trouble

	(2)
	place where you sit on a horse

	(3)
	go different ways

	(4)
	completely

	(5)
	unskilled

	(6)
	be seen

	(7)
	worried

	(8)
	avoid, run away

	(9)
	using something to hide

	(10)
	probable

	(11)
	chasing

	(12)
	follow sign in the woods to see where an animal or person went

	(13)
	woke up

	(14)
	catch


Comprehension
Why do you think the guards were incompetent? What evidence exists in the story that they were?
What would you do if you were given the choice between leaving a person behind or risk getting caught?

